
Welcome to the Year 1



◦To explain phonic terminology.

◦To share information about the Phonics 
Screening Check.

◦To give ideas for games and activities at 
home.

◦To answer any questions that you may 
have.  



All children are 

individuals and develop 

at different rates.



Terminology

◦PHONEME:

The smallest unit of sound in a word.

There are 44 phonemes in the English 
language.  





◦GRAPHEME:

The letters or groups of letters that 

represent a phoneme.

• DIGRAPH:

Two letters that make one sound. For 

example:  sh, ai and ow.



◦TRIGRAPH:

Three letters that make one sound.

For example:  igh, tch, dge

high   catch   bridge

• ADJACENT CONSONANTS:
Two or more consonants that are next to each 
other in a word.

For example:

flap      strip       blank



◦BLEND:
We blend graphemes in words

in order to read.

For example:   paint  =  p – ai – n - t

• SEGMENT:
We segment words into graphemes

in order to write.

For example:  sh – ee – p  = sheep



We are currently within Phase 5 of the Letters and Sounds 
phonics scheme which we follow

Throughout this phase the children will broaden their 
knowledge of graphemes and phonemes for use in reading and 
spelling.  

◦ They will learn new graphemes and alternative 
pronunciations for these and graphemes they already know, 
where relevant.

◦ When spelling words they will learn to choose the 
appropriate graphemes to represent phonemes and begin to 
build word-specific knowledge of the spellings and words.



PHASE 5 GRAPHEMES



ALTERNATIVE PRONUNCIATIONS:

A grapheme can be pronounced in different ways. 

For example:

i fin, find ow cow, blow

o hot, cold ie tie, field

c cat, city ea eat, bread

u but, put a hat, what

ch chin, school, chef

ou out, shoulder, could, you



ALTERNATIVE SPELLINGS:

A phoneme can be represented by different graphemes:



SPLIT VOWEL DIGRAPHS

2 letters, making one sound, that are split by another 
letter eg. a-e in same.

There are 5: 

Children need to be taught to recognise these within 
words so that they don’t say the single letter sounds



Words do not have split 
digraphs if they don’t make the 
digraph sound.

For example: in have the ‘a-e’ 
is not making the ‘ai’ sound 
therefore ‘have’ does not have a 
split digraph, it is a ‘super 
power word’

 came

 safe

 time

 plate

 phone

 cube

 flute

 even



• When children are taught a new grapheme they are 
taught the spelling rules that go with it. 

• For example, when teaching the ‘oy’ grapheme the 
children learn that this is usually found at the end of a 
word. 

• This helps the children decide which spelling of the 
sound to use when applying phonics in their writing.



Reading and Writing

• Spot and spell words containing the 44 phonemes.

• Spot and spell common exception words.

• Spot and spell two and three syllable words.

• Practise writing sentences.



Reading and Writing



• Introduction – Learning objectives shared for the session.

• Revisit and review – practise previously learnt letters and 
practise oral blending and segmentation.

• Teach – teach a new phoneme or grapheme, teach blending and 
segmentation using those letters.

• Practise – practise reading and/or spelling words with the new 
letter learnt through games or recorded activities.  

• Apply – use the new phoneme or grapheme to read or write a 
sentence. 



What? A word decoding test.

Why? To monitor progress individually 

and nationally.

When? w/b June 8th

Who? All Y1s who are able to access the 

check. With class teachers.

Where? In the school library.



• It is very similar to tasks the children already complete 

during phonics lessons.

• The focus of the check is to check children’s segmenting 

and blending skills, not to test their vocabulary.

• It has been designed so children of all abilities will be able 

to take part and there are a few practise words to warm 

them up to ensure they understand what to do!



• It will take roughly 10 minutes to complete.

• They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds together. 

e.g. d-o-g – dog.

• The check will consist of 40 words; 20 real words and 20 nonsense 

words (we call these “alien” words). These are words that are 

phonetically decodable but not actual words with a meaning e.g. brip, 

snorbling to check a child can decode using phonics skills and not their 

memory.

• ‘Alien’ words have a corresponding alien image.







• Trying to “make sense” of alien words 

For example may be read as 

• Chunking/compound words (pumpkin /strighmer/sunshine)

• Confusion between phonemes and their corresponding letter names (a A)

• Recognising digraphs/trigraphs within words, especially split vowel 

digraphs, au, aw and ue

• Trying the “alternatives” out especially for vowels 

(human, giant, circus)



• Your child’s class teacher will conduct the test with each child 

in the class. 

• The children will complete the check on a one to one basis in a 

quiet area of the school.

• We are not allowed to indicate to the children at the time 

whether they have correctly sounded out and / or blended the 

word BUT they will be praised whatever their attempts are!



• The pass rate is yet to be determined by DfE but last year it 

was 32/40.

• We will inform you in your child’s report whether they fall 

below or within this standard.



Practise weekly spellings 

and look for words together 

when reading.  



! Be a digraph detective



Encourage the use of sound buttons.



Sound buttons used during the check



Split digraphs – sound buttons

cap - cape

pet - Pete

pip  - pipe

not - note

cut - cute



Longer words



• Children can practise their phonics by playing games online. 

• The following are sites which we use in school:

• www.phonicsplay.co.uk

• www.ictgames.com

• www.teachyourmonstertoread.com (PC version is free)

• www.phonicsbloom.com

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/


http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-

tutorial-phonics-screening-check/

http://readingeggs.co.uk/

http://mrthorne.com/ (Geraldine videos)

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-phonics-screening-check/
http://readingeggs.co.uk/
http://mrthorne.com/


PLEASE REMEMBER: 

Phonics is not the only strategy and the only way you become 

a good reader. It’s important to remember that phonics is the 

step up to word recognition but not for all children. 

Automatic reading of all words is the ultimate goal. If your 

child does not pass it also doesn’t mean they’re not a good 

reader. Continue to read with your child and encourage 

them to



Beware over-reliance on phonics when 

reading.

Once  upon  a  time  there  was


